to         SHAKESPEARE'S BOY ACTORS
The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a
man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all
that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God.
(Deut xxii. 5.)
A perusal of the Puritan attacks on plays and players is
a weary business. Plays are * quite contrary to the
word of grace, and sucked out of the devil's teats to
nourish us in idolatry, heathenry, and sin/ as Philip
Stubbes has it in his Anatomy of Abuses (1583), and
players are equally damnable. The tergiversating
Anthony Munday, a player who joined the Puritan
ranks for payment, and who served them as the
reformed burglar serves the modern evangelist, wrote
A second and third blaft of retrace from plaies and Theaters
(1580) under the name of Anglophile Eutho, and in
his charity refers to the boy aftors thus:
When I see by them yong boies, inclining of themselues
vnto wickednes, trained vp in filthie speeches, vnnatural and
vnseemlie gestures, to be brought vp by these Schoole-
ma&ers in bawderie, and in idlenes, I cannot chuse but with
teares and griefe of hart lament.
This passage gives a brief and distorted glimpse of the
training of the boys, and hints at a side of their lives
which Stubbes attacks more dire&ly when he says:
* . , Then, these goodly pageants being done euery mate
sorts to his mate, euery one bringes another homeward of
tibek way verye fteendly, and in their secret conckues
(croertly) they play the Sadmits, or worse.
the chief Puritan obje&ion to a play merely as a play
that it was an untruth, and so harmful to public
Gosson, in Plajes confuted, invokes Aristotle
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